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IPresident’s Message

Spring is finally here. The
birds are singing, and
some of them are falling out
of the rafters onto our
horses and scaring the
spring beans out of all of
us. The sun is shining and
melting the last of the snow,
so we can all hopefully get
out there and start our mud
resistance training...and we
are only five weeks away
from the first Dressage
Niagara show of 2008!

| don’t know about you, but
I'm very excited for this
year! It has been a tough
winter, but if what | saw at
the ‘Winterfest’ shows over
the last few months are any
indication of what you have
all been doing, it's going to
be a great year full of some
healthy competition.

Your executives have been
hard at work with clinics this
winter season to get you all
ready for show season.
The upcoming Scribe Clinic
and Test Riding Clinic with
Janet Henderson are a sure
fire way to test your skills.

I would like to take this
opportunity to recognize
some of the outstanding
executives you elected this
year. Nancy Lemieux -
Clinic Co-ordinator, has

done an outstanding job of
bringing some  fantastic
clinicians to the group.
Some we haven’t had before,
some we haven’t had in quite
some time. | would like to
personally thank Nancy for
all her hard work and endless

energy in pulling them
together.
Likewise, I'd also like to

thank Cheryl Semotok who
has once again out done
herself in raising
sponsorships for the 2008
season. With a little bit of
luck you will see some nice
sprucing up of the club and
some neat new marketing
from Cheryl. Once again
Cheryl has managed to bring
back long standing sponsors
to the club, and enticed new
ones to make themselves
known through us! Thank
you, Cheryl. Without you we
could not afford to put on the
show schedule and
handbook we have.

Val Frost — Web Master. Val
iS once again our tireless
handbook editor and creator.
Each year Val brings another
neat little spin to our
handbooks. | never
appreciated how much work
it was until this year. Val,
you really do get us off the
ground each year and keep

us  honest. Your
creativity is  limitless.
Thank you.

If you see any of these
fantastic executives at
our shows or clinics,
make sure you introduce
yourselves to them. They
really are the backbone
of our club!

Also check out the great
upcoming events section
so you will be sure not to
miss anything. If you
haven’t renewed your
membership, make sure
to send in your form and
cheque!

Volunteers we are once
again on the prowl! If you
would like to volunteer or
know someone who
would make sure you
contact Jane!
Happy Riding all and
good luck this season!

Candice
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‘DN Show Series — Six Shows in 2008 !

- See www.dressageniagara.com or the Competitions Handbook for full details

DN 2008 shows series:

o Bronze shows will offer Walk/Trot, Pre-training, Training, and First to Fourth Levels, FEI classes as
well as Freestyles. All Silver shows will offer Training Level, First to Third Level tests, as well as
Freestyles (1% — 3" levels).

o Competitors are requested to show the higher levels (above Third Level) at the Bronze show. Please
provide the show co-ordinator with as much notice as possible. If the Silver show judge is “Medium”
or “Senior”, then it may be possible to show the higher level at the Silver show.

o Bronze competitors: You will need a Sport License from Equine Canada at a cost of $20/year. The
license is required for both the rider and the horse owner. There may be random drug testing of
horses at shows. Silver competitors: You will need a Silver Sport License.

o Entries must be received or postmarked by the closing date (Wednesday, 10 days before each
show).

Show Schedule:

Show Date Type Location Judge
Saturday, May 24 Bronze Briarwood Stables (Niagara Falls area) Lynn Poole
Sunday, May 25 Silver Kellie Towers
Sunday, June 8 Bronze/Silver Alliance Stables (Grassie) Marilyn Dietrich
Saturday, June 21 Bronze Golden Horseshoe Stables (Fenwick) Jennifer Klem
Sunday, June 22 Silver Joanne White
Sunday, July 20 Bronze/Silver Giliforte Training Centre (Stevensuville) Leslie Kennedy
Saturday, August 16 Bronze Samurai Stables (Grimsby area) Lynn Poole
Sunday, August 17 Silver TBD
Sunday, Sept. 7 Bronze/Silver Montasola Stables (Stevensville) Kellie Towers
Sept. 20-21 Silver Champs. TBA L. MacDonald, B. Minor
Awards

Competitions: Ribbons may be awarded to 6" place. For each of the shows (Bronze and Silver), there
will be a High Point for Junior and for Senior.

Year End: To quality for Year End Awards, individuals must compete in at least 3 shows. The top 3 scores
totaled will be used to determine Champion and Reserve Champion in all categories. Four hours of
volunteer work are also required to qualify.

Volunteers Needed!!!

As show season approaches, so does the call for Volunteers. Here is a quick sampling of the positions that
we will be looking for help to fill at each show:

o Set up and tear down; registration; whipper; ground crew; scribe; food
booth; in-gate; warm up ring supervision; trailer parking; greeter.

Please contact Jane Langdon at jlangdon@langdonstarr.com (905) 468-8534

(or our Show Co-ordinator Lynn Bonnar at lynk@sympatico.ca (905) 309-0672)
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Walter Zettl Clinic Report

— March 2 at Briarwood Stables, Niagara Falls

Thanks to Nancy Lemieux, Dressage Niagara’s clinic coordinator, our club was lucky enough to book in
Walter Zettl. Also known as WAZ, Walter is one of the world’s most accomplished and revered masters of
classical dressage and a sought after clinician and coach.

Riders filled the spots quickly, coming from all over southwestern Ontario to learn from Mr. Zettl. Over 60
auditors filled the arena and lounge, hanging on to every word and watching transformations occur almost
magically in both horse and rider.

Spectators were treated to higher level rides in addition to the lower levels and could witness firsthand how
basics will always be basics, no matter the level. It was also apparent that should the correct foundation not
be in place in the training of the horse, cracks were bound to come out as more difficult exercises took place.

Mr. Zettl is a firm believer in working with the horse rather than against it in its’ training, making movements
easy for the horse to understand rather than stressful. He is a refreshing change from the “crank and spank”
that we see far too much of in and out of the competition ring these days.

It was a wonderful day to spend a late winter’s day, with many asking “when is Mr. Zettl coming again?”
Soon — | hope!!

Reported by: Vera Bowman

Upcoming 2008 DN Events

Scribe Clinic

Friday, April 25", 7pm-9pm, at Janet Henderson’s farm
Entry fee: $5 for members and $10 for non-members

Janet Henderson has graciously offered the use of her facility for this event. Her address is: 2199 Babion
Rd., Port Colborne. Directions: From St. Catharines: Take Hwy 406 south to the end. Turn left on East
Main St., through tunnel and take first right onto Hwy. 140. Travel 10 km and turn left at traffic lights for
Second Concession. Turn left on Babion Rd. Farm is on right - only place on the block. Phone: 905-228-
3091. Please bring your own refreshments.

Please confirm in advance if you would like to attend by sending an email to Nancy Lemieux, Clinic
Coordinator, at marionancy93@sympatico.ca. Please send cheques to Nancy Lemieux, 755 Chippawa Road
East, Port Colborne, ON L3K 5V5. Please make cheques payable to Dressage Niagara. For more
information call Nancy at (905) 835-5105.

Call to all members: We’d like to tell your story! Send us a brief
profile for inclusion in our next Newsletter!

Send to: Carolyn at houseonkingswood@juno.com
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“Wanted” — DN Members’ Input on Fall Clinic

We need input from all Dressage Niagara members on a Fall clinic. Are you interested in riding in a clinic to
get a different perspective and improve your skills? If you are interested and prepared to participate as a
rider, please submit your suggestions on who you would like to have as a clinician. Based on interest
received, a decision will be made whether or not to host a clinic this Fall.

Please ensure to send in your suggestions to Nancy Lemieux, Clinic Coordinator at:
marionancy93@sympatico.ca

Niagara Equestrian Festival — Demonstration Rides
— Niagara on the Lake, July 13, 2008

Join your Dressage Niagara members for a fun day with the Crazy Jumpers from the Ontario Area. The
show organizers of the Niagara Equestrian Festival’s ‘On the Common’s’ July A show have invited Dressage
Niagara to put on a demonstration of “What Dressage Is” to the Jumper Community. Two demo rides are
being scheduled for the lunch break at the Polo Grounds, Fort George Commons in Niagara-on-the-
Lake (2" level & a PSG freestyle).

If you would like to volunteer for the day to promote Dressage Niagara to fellow horsey people or the general
public please contact Cheryl Semotok at appy gal@hotmail.com (905) 309-8965.

This is the first time Dressage Niagara has had an invitation of this nature. It promises to be a fun day for all
and an opportunity to meet many new faces and boast about the club we all are proud to be a part of!

Tack Swap!!

Wondering what to do with those extra horse blankets, show clothing and other equipment?? Dressage
Niagara will be holding our first ever Tack Swap at the June 8 Bronze/Silver show at Alliance Stables near
Grassie (Grimsby mountain). The Tack Swap will run from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. If you are interested in having
a table or providing items for the sale, please contact either:

Candice Sarnecki c_sarnecki@yahoo.com (905)257-7277
or
Cheryl Semotok appy gal@hotmail.com (905) 309-8965

Make a few $$ and find some bargains!!

Comments, Questions, Submissions, Classifieds

Please submit any topics for the next newsletter, comments, questions, classifies or submissions
you'd like to see in the next newsletter to:

Carolyn at houseonkingswood@juno.com
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Get Ready for the Shows - Checklist

Equipment Rider Other
Halters (x2) Hat Hay + haynet + clip
Shipping boots/bandages Hair net Water bucket + clip
Bell boots Shirt Grain
Tail guard Tie & pin Feed bucket + clip
Lead chain Jacket Bug spray
Carrots Breeches Bucket + sponge + scraper
Longe line Boots + socks + powder Blanket/cooler/bug sheet
Boot pulls & jack Stall card + tack + marker
First aid kit Spurs
Gloves Brushes & hoof pick
Bridle Whip Braid binders
Saddle Belt Show sheen & hoof oil
Saddle pad Sewing kit Bucket
Safety pins for number Leather cleaner + sponge
Girth Passport + membership cards | Cloths
Polos + Coggins
Saddle/bridle rack Map/directions Folding chair
Ride times Cooler for drinks/snacks
Mounting block Omnibus
Extra $$ Muck bucket + shovel + fork +
Freestyle music broom
Sunscreen/dry clothes
Rain gear

Pink Ribbon Ride

— Black’s Equine Centre, Hamilton, June 29, 2008

Sunday, June 29th, 2008 is the date of the 2™ Annual Pink Ribbon Ride fundraiser to be held at Black's
Equine Centre on the Hamilton mountain. This year the Pink Ribbon Ride will not only benefit Princess
Margaret Hospital's Weekend to End Breast Cancer, but also the Juravinski Cancer Centre Foundation.

This year the classes will be:
- Walk/trot Tests A & B
- Training through Fourth Level Tests 1 & 2
- Musical ride

Once again the classes will be only $15, there will be prizes and ribbons for all classes, and dress jackets
will be excused if the rider wears pink! For further information and entry forms (or to volunteer!) contact:

Crystal Ripa crystal.ripa@gmail.com (905) 296-3210
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