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President ’s Message  
 
Welcome to a fantastic new 
year everyone.  Well at 
least as far as new years 
go in the riding calendar.  
As you will see in this 
fantastic newsletter you not 
only have a lot of new faces 
on your executive team, but 
a lot of fantastic things that 
will be going on between 
now and our first show in 
May. 
 
I’d like to thank each and 
everyone of you for making 
the 2007 show season such 
a success and our banquet 
in Fonthill so much fun.  
Each year we introduce 
something new, and we 
seem to be sampling some 
of the finest cuisine our 
region has to offer!  Wow 
 
I’m sure most of you have 
been following the 
numerous conversations on 
the various equine bulletin 
boards and postings on the 
DC website concerning the 
new formats for the 2008 
show season.  Every 
Monday I seem to get new 
tidbits of information.  It’s 
amazing how much change 
can actually happen to a 

relatively mature sport.  But 
rest assured your executive 
has been rather vocal with 
both EC and DC on these 
changes with your interests 
at heart.  There will be a 
Cadora conference call in 
January at which time it is 
hoped that all the Cadora 
clubs and affiliates will be 
able to decide on our 
Primary and Trillium format 
for 2008.  There will be a 
special information session 
held preceeding that 
conference call for all DN 
members to come and 
learn about these new 
changes ask questions and 
find out how it will affect 
you.  I hope to invite Don 
Barnes to our session so 
he can answer anything 
that I will not be able to. 
 
With that said, I would like 
to put a call out to all of you 
for your help to make 2008 
even more successful than 
2007 was.  We need your 
help for clinic ideas, 
volunteers for everything 
from sending out our mass 
mailing in the spring, to 
helping us organize and 
run clinics as well as pull 

together our shows.  Not 
to mention any new ideas 
you would like the 
executive to review and 
action for things we 
haven’t done before or 
that you have seen done 
elsewhere that you’d like 
to introduce to your fellow 
DN Members. 
 
I want to wish you all a 
wonderful winter training 
season.  Try and stay 
warm!  (at least it warmer 
that Edmonton).  And 
have a wonderful holiday 
season.  We will 
hopefully see you on the 
15th for the Diane Creech 
clinic and then again in 
January for more exciting 
clinics!  Candice 
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Dressage Niagara AGM and Awards Banquet 

  

 

Treasurer :  Jill Dakin reviewed the financial 
position of the club as of October 26th, 
noting the final version will be posted on the 
web site, once all the figures are in.  Points 
of interest were: 

·  a balance of $1985.00, well over the 
anticipated $1500; 

·  cost reduction due to new ribbon 
supplier; 

·  insurance cost increase of $100 -
unable to find a better rate; 

·  significant cost increase due to 2 day 
shows / host barns fees doubled; 

·  decrease in revenue from lower 
number of members competing. 

Jill thanked the St. Catharines Equestrian 
Club for their generous donation of $1000 
for our clinics and also thanked Janet 
Henderson who was able to secure the 
donation for the club.  She noted that she 
was leaving the position and gave a brief 
description of her duties. 
 

Secretary :  Linda Warrell spoke of the need 
for volunteers to ensure that we can 
continue of offer horse shows and clinics.  
She encouraged each member to fill out the 
volunteer form available in the membership 
package to help with planning for next year. 
 

Show Coordinator :  Nicole Lewis thanked 
everyone for a very successful show 
season.  She gave special thanks to Valerie 
Frost, who previously held the position, for 
her valuable help and information 
throughout the year.  She also thanked the 
host barns, the show committee, the riders 
and all the volunteers, noting we could not 
have done it without everyone who helped. 
 

Webmaster :  Valerie Frost noted that web 
site had been revamped this year, providing 
more information.  She invited ideas from 
the members on things they would like to 
see on the site. 
 

Clinic Coordinator :  Jen Wilson was 
unable to attend, but Candice thanked her 
for the great clinics held this year and the 
success of the Jacilyn Brook’s clinic and 
that we are working on a clinic with Cindy 
Ishoy for January 08 
 

AGM 
 
The Dressage Niagara Annual General 
Meeting was held on October 28 in Fonthill.  
The meeting and banquet was well attended 
with 51 people present. 
 
Candice Sarnecki, President, welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and introduced the 
guest speaker, Diane Creech. 
 
Diane spoke about making dreams come 
true, and of how fortunate she felt that her 
dream of making a living with horses had 
come true.  She spoke of her experiences at 
the Pam Am games in Rio this past summer, 
where she was part of the Canadian team 
that won second place at Prix St. George 
level.  Diane also discussed her battle with 
cancer noting she had come back from it to 
ride in the games all in one year.  She hadn’t 
made a long-term goal to ride at the Pan Am 
games, but set smaller short-term goals to 
be the best rider she could be every day.  
She advised us to learn the little things from 
many different people, and if there is 
something we really want – “go for it”.  Diane 
also answered questions from the floor. 
 
The members applauded Diane, and 
Candice thanked her for taking the time to 
come and speak to our members.  
 
Candice proceeded with the business part of 
the meeting by circulating the Minutes from 
last year’s AGM for review by members. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
 
President :  Candice thanked everyone for 
coming to the meeting and remarked on the 
very successful season Dressage Niagara 
had in 2007.  She thanked the Executive 
and the many others for volunteering their 
time to help make the season a great one.  
 

Vice-President :  Cheryl Semotok thanked 
our many sponsors and advertisers, both old 
and new, and noted that volunteer hours 
could be earned if anyone wanted to help 
recruit new sponsors for next year. 
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AGM OPEN FORUM 
     

·  Candice briefly discussed the 
issue of changes coming from 
EC and DC for next year, noting 
information is not yet available.  
She plans to have an 
information meeting once details 
have been confirmed, hopefully 
in January. 

·  Host barns have not been 
confirmed for next year, but 
locations will be in the Niagara 
Region. 

·  Damage at host barns was 
discussed.  There were different 
views on who is responsible.  
Responsibility will be clearly set 
out for host barns and for riders 
on entry forms. 

·  Preference of one or two day 
shows was discussed.  Pros 
and cons were discussed, such 
as the need for an entry cap for 
one-day shows.  The favoured 
option was a one-day show with 
two show rings, but it would be 
a challenge to find enough host 
barns with two rings and a 
suitable warm up area. 

 

ELECTION OF 2008 EXECUTIVE 
 
Each member of the Executive gave 
a brief description of the duties of 
their position.  Candice reviewed the 
vacancies, noting those who have 
offered to stay on and those names 
that had been put forward to date.  
She called for nominations from the 
floor.  All positions were filled, but 
there was no vote was required.  The 
following Executive  members were 
proposed and accepted: 
 
President :  Candice Sarnecki 

Vice President :  Cheryl Semotok 

Treasurer :  Lesley Ebert 

Show Coordinator :  Lynn Bonnar 

Newsletter/Communications :  

Carolyn Barnes 

Webmaster/Handbook : Valerie Frost 

Clinic Coordinator : Nancy Lemieux 

Secretary :  Linda Warrell 

 
 
 
 

Dressage Niagara AGM and Awards Banquet 

Stephen Clarke Clinic Report – Oct. 20/21 at 

Black’s EC 

Just briefly, the clinic was great!  There was a variety of horses at different 
levels and all did a wonderful job.  Stephen asked each rider to tell a little about 
their horse and the difficulties they were experiencing.  He then proceeded to 
warm them up and get right into the techniques to use to help make 
corrections.  All suggestions worked well and with practice could be perfected. 
 
Each rider/horse combination posed a different problem so it was nice to see a 
variety.  Stephen was very informative and precise with his directions and is 
clearly well educated in his field of expertise.  I thoroughly enjoyed his clinic, it 
was a wealth of information and he even offered a certain light humour to the 
day.  I would highly recommend all dressage riders attend a clinic of Stephen 
Clarke's in the near future. The added bonus of the day was Cindy and Neil 
Ishoy practicing their Pas de Deux for the Royal Winter Fair!  
   
Reported by:  Darlene Mergl-Moore 

MEMBERS AT LARGE  
 
Several members expressed an 
interest in being “Members at Large”.  
Including members staying on from last 
year, the following is the complete list 
of Members at Large for 2008: 
 

Vera Bowman  
  Mario Ouellet 
Jill Dakin  
  Keith Reavley 
Kelly Dolynski  
 Linda Reavley 
Janet Henderson 
  Kerri Ann 
Susick 
Jane Langdon  
  Susan Wolf 
Nicole Lewis 
 

 
BRUNCH AND YEAR END AWARDS  
 
The AGM was followed by brunch and 
the Year End Awards ceremony. 
 
The following people were recipients of 
awards: 
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�Lesley Ebert, Treasurer:    

 
Horses have been a part of 
my world for my entire life, 
starting with the whole pony 
club experience as a child. My 
fondness for horses has been 
inherited from my mother who 
has been involved in many 
different equestrian disciplines 
over the years including 
hunters, jumpers, standard-
breds and driving ponies. For 
the last 10 years she has been 
a breeder of Sport Ponies. My 
current mount, Halloween 
Smiles, is courtesy of my 
Mom. She is a registered 
Sport Pony and truly a delight 
to work with. 
 
As far as my world outside of 
horses, I've worked in the 
financial industry for over 25 
years. As a Branch Manager I 
was active in many community 
events and fund raisers, as 
well as holding the position of 
Treasurer on the Westdale 
Business Improvement
Association. 
 

Nancy Lemieux, Clinic 
Coordinator:   
 
Lynn Bonnar, Show 
Coordinator: 
 
 
 
Linda Warrell, Secretary: 
 
I have been a member of DN for 
3 years and am retuning to the 
executive as Secretary for a 
second year.  I have an 18 year 
old Trakehner gelding (Japan) 
that I am schooling at second 
(and even some third level) 
movements and hope to show 
him second level in 2008.   
 
I am married with 2 daughters & 
am expecting 2 grandbabies 
early in 2008. 
 
 

Carolyn Barnes, 
Newsletter Editor: 
 
I have been riding my whole 
life but didn’t have a lot of  
instruction until I moved to 
Hamilton about 20 years 
ago.  I then did both flat 
work and jumping before 
deciding to focus on 
dressage.  I went to my first 
show about 15 years ago 
and have since shown a 
number of different horses.  
I retired my gelding 
(Saxony) in 2005 and 
bought a young horse 
(Mariska) last year and took 
her to her first shows 
(training level) in 2007.   
 
I’ve been a member of 
several different Cadora 
groups over the years and 
am looking forward to 
getting to know the Niagara 
group better. 
 
I do my best to try and 
balance my family life (I 
have an 8 year old 
daughter), work and riding! 
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I promise to braid my horse’s mane, and shave my horse’s whiskers and feathers, for my boots will be 
polished and we will be ready to shine.  

I will cherish every green sneeze mark on my formerly white breeches for today I am happy and healthy, and 
I successfully loaded my horse on the trailer.  

I will show respect for the other riders, trainers and coaches, for they too are stressed today.  

If family is present, the only thing that I will yell at them today is “Cheese”.  

I will thank the man with the cup on a stick, for he has the most thankless job of all, and out of all the other 
competitors, he has selected me today. 

I will also thank my groom, the steward and the show volunteers, for they are dedicated individuals and likely 
to have gotten up just as early as I did. 

I promise to respect the judge’s decision, for their wisdom has come through experience, and each test we 
ride, we learn. 

I will not say, “I have failed”.  Instead I will proclaim that I have successfully learned how not to do something, 
for our world is based on moments, and some last longer than others. 

My love is a foundation of partnerships, communication, dedication, balance and respect, and one day when I 
proudly wear a top hat, I will know that I have earned it. 

Amen  
 
 

 

 

Dressage Rider’s Creed 

UNCART Update 

Mark your calendars: 
 
The 2008 DN proposed show season is as 
follows: 
 

·  May 24/25 
·  June 21/22 
·  July 26/27 
·  Aug. 23/24 

 
Shows may be scheduled as 2 day or 1 
day only.  This will be finalized in your had 
book in early spring 
 
Locations are TBD.  If you would like to 
host a show please contact: 

Lynn Bonnar (905) 309-0672 
lynk@sympatico.ca 

DN Shows 2008 

UNCART – What is it and how does it affect me 
in 2008? 
 
DN will host a seminar at the end of January (2008) to describe the 
new system that has been proposed by Equine Canada.  It will mean 
changes to how DN runs its shows and will also mean changes for 
competitors such as the memberships held and entry fees. 
 
Please stay tuned for the date and location of this seminar. 
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Presenting Diane Creech   
  
Date of Clinic :  Saturday, December 15, 2007  

Location : Poplar Lane Farm, 8250 Mud Street, Grassie (Grimsby mountain) 

This clinic is open to Dressage Niagara Members and  Non-members:  

Private:  $85 or Semi-private:  for $50 (please add $10 for each non-member) 

Rider’s Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Semi-Private Rider’s Name: __________________________________________________ 

Horse’s Name:  _____________________      Schooling Level:_______________________ 

Phone #:          Daytime (___)__________       Evening:            (____)__________________ 

Are you having any specific issues that you would like addressed? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please send your registration and payment to Nancy Lemieux, 755 Chippawa Rd., 
Port Colborne, ON L3K 5V5.  Make cheques payable to Dressage Niagara .  For 
more information please contact Nancy at (905) 835-5105.  Registration must be 
received along with full payment to confirm a place. 

Please RSVP no later than December 8, 2007  

Auditors welcome! ($5/each) 
 

Diane is an FEI dressage rider and coach.  She represented Canada in the 2007 Pan American 
Games with Wiona.  They were Team Silver Medalists!  Diane was also Canada's sole 
representative at the 2006 World Breeders Championship held in Aachen, Germany with the six-
year old Hanoverian gelding Devon L (by De Niro), owned by Doug and Louise Leatherdale.  Diane 
has received multiple top ten results at the Advanced level...Recorded a trio of top-three results at 
the Advanced level at the 2006 Pompadour CDI3* events in France, Blainville, Que. and Ottawa, 
Ont.   Diane trains regularly in Germany and will be leaving again in January for training.   She has 
been long- and short-listed for the Canadian Dressage Team.  Diane's farm is located in Caistor 
Centre, Ontario. 

 
Coming in January to Poplar Lane Farms:  Cindy Isho y! 
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Please submit any topics 
for the next newsletter, 
comments, questions, 

classifies or submissions 
you’d like to see in the 

next newsletter to: 
 

Carolyn Barnes @ 
 

houseonkingswood@juno.com 
 

  

For Sale: 
Smithbuilt Top Hat – 4 ¾ size Black 

In excellent condition.  Used one season.  Too small for owner.  
Asking $125.  Retails $225  Felt and Fur material. 

Contact Candice (905) 257-7277 

Sinful Pleasure 

Beautiful 10 yr old, TB mare, w/t/c.  Showed walk/trot last year –
going from 43% her first time out to as high as 70%.  She also 
scored 60% in the upgrade class.  Lovely canter, nice ride.  Would 
also make a nice broodmare.  No time.  Asking $5,000 obo.   

Contact Sarah (905) 651-7272 

 

For Lease: 
Part Lease Available 

Cute, friendly, 8 year old, 15.3 hh, dark bay, TB gelding:  Potter 
(aka Diagon Alley).  Shown successfully Training Level in the 
Primary series in 2006.  Available for the 2008 show season.  
Suitable for novice or advanced rider.  Dressage coaching 
available.  Potter currently lives in a very friendly barn in the 
Fenwick area. 

Contact Val (905) 684-9585 

 

 

 

Winter Horse Shows 

FYI – Hendervale Equestrian Complex will be hosting “Winterfest” 
Primary Horse Show Series 2008 on the following Sundays:  
January 27, February 24, March 16 and April 13.  Hendervale is 
located just east and north of Burlington. 
 
For more info see:    
www.niagaraequestrianfestival.com/winterfestdressage.htm 



 

 

Dressage Niagara  
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Dressage Niagara is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to foster the sport 
of dressage by encouraging participation in competitions and other activities, which 
increases knowledge of good horsemanship.   

 
Membership Type (check one):  New  �     or     Renewal �   Membership  ID# _____________   Date: ____/ ____/____ 
Name:    __ __________________________________________________   dd    mm   yy 
Mailing Address: __ __________________________________________________ 
City:     __ _______________________   Province: _______      Postal Code: ____________ 
Phone:     Evening  (        ) _______________   Barn  __________________________________ 
    Daytime (        )  _______________    EMAIL:    ______________________________    

  I wish to receive communications by Email : � No � Yes 
 
IMPORTANT: All members (or suitable substitution, parent/sibling/friend) are required to provide a minimum of  4 hours (1/2 
day) of volunteer work at the Dressage Niagara Horse Shows or Clinics.  Failure to complete volunteer work will make you 
ineligible for year-end awards. 
Please circle your area of interest for Volunteerin g throughout the 2008 season: 
 

* Pre-Show   *Show Office   *Scribe   *Whipper   *A nnouncer   *Runner    
 

*Food Booth    * Show Committee   *Clinics   *Banqu et 
 
 
 
 
Dressage Niagara Membership : Club Members will receive quarterly club newsletters, access to local horse shows, show 
handbook, club website, access to riding clinics, lectures, social activities and administering CADORA1 and Dressage 
Canada dues. Club membership also provides discounts for multiple family members, show entries and clinics. 
 
CADORA Memberships  are also administered by the club. Membership forms are available from the Dressage Ni agara 
and CADORA websites . Cheques for CADORA are made out to Dressage Niagara and submitted to CADORA on your 
behalf.  Please see CADORA membership forms for more information 

 
Senior (18 years or older as of Dec 30)  $25   $______________ 

  Junior (17 year or younger as of Dec 30) $20   $______________ 
  Additional Family Senior 2   $20   $______________ 
  Additional Family Junior    $15   $______________ 
  Non-Competitor 3    $10   $______________ 
  Late fee (Renewals only ) after January 1 $5     $______________   

Total $ ______________ 
  
       ______________________________  ________________ 

Member signature          Date 

       (Parent or Guardian for members under 18 years of age) 

 

Please make cheque or money order payable to Dressage Niagara . Mail membership form and payment to Dressage Niagara Treasurer, 
Lesley Ebert, 39 Little John Road, Dundas, Ontario, L9H 4G8.  All members will receive a Membership ID# and receipt of payment. 
 

                                            
1 CADORA membership forms can be found on the website under the Memberships Section.  It is a separate Membership form. 
2 Will receive one copy of club communication per household 
3 Designed for members who do not compete in shows, but who wish to have a voice in Club Activities 

To avoid late fees for Dressage Niagara please rene w by  – Februa ry 1 2008 
All Members must be renewed by April 1st. to retain voting privileges 

Date Received:     Init: 
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COMPETITION HANDBOOK  
ADVERTISING RATES   

(Black & White Listings) 
 
Full Page (4 ½” x 7 ½”) $150 
Half Page    $100 
Business Card /¼ page $50 
Website Listing  $25 
 
Individual donations, high point awards and 
prizes also accepted. 
 
Our competition handbook includes Equine 
Canada rules, membership & entry information, 
classes offered, competition schedule & host 
barn maps, placings, awards, prices, Dressage 
Niagara (CADORA) Tests, and Trillium 
Championship information for the 2008 
competition season. 
 
DEADLINE     

All advertisements must be submitted by Feb. 
14th, 2008 to be included in the Competition 
Handbook. 

  
FORMAT     

Advertising format can be submitted as a Word 
doc, pdf, jpg or gif file.  For other formats, please 
contact Valerie Frost at (905) 684-9585 or 
vfrost@niagara.com. 

 
 

CONTACT: 
 

Cheryl Semotok 
Vice President and Sponsorship Coordinator 

Home (905) 309-8965 
Cell (905) 609-0987 

appy_gal@hotmail.com 
 

SPONSOR BENEFITS    

As a sponsor you get the satisfaction of 
knowing you are helping to keep the sport of 
Dressage alive in the Niagara Region.  Your 
sponsorship provides our Junior and Adult 
competitors with prizes, year-end awards and 
funding for club activities. 
 
You will receive an advertisement in our 
Competition Handbook, which is distributed to 
all members, sponsors and local equestrian 
businesses.  If you have a banner, we will 
happily display it at club events. 

 
Sponsorship Benefits Include: 

 
Business Directory Listing on Website 

 
Advertisement in Competition 

Handbook 
(Distribution 125+) 

 
Sponsor Recognition at Club Events – 

Booth or Display Space Available 
 

Distribution of Flyers and Information 
at Shows and/or Bimonthly Newsletter 
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 Encouraging the bond between horses 
and riders 

 

www.dressageniagara.com  
 


